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enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of May 21 through 

May 27, 2017, as ‘‘National Public Works 
Week’’; 

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important 
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve— 

(A) the public infrastructure of the United 
States; and 

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and 

(3) urges individuals and communities 
throughout the United States to join with 
representatives of the Federal Government 
and the American Public Works Association 
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed— 

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and 

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make 
to the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 182—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2017 AS ‘‘MELA-
NOMA AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. ISAKSON, 
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 182 

Whereas, as of May 2017, there are nearly 
1,000,000 people living with melanoma in the 
United States; 

Whereas over 160,000 people of the United 
States will be diagnosed with melanoma in 
2017; 

Whereas melanoma is the second-most 
commonly diagnosed cancer in young adults; 

Whereas approximately 90 percent of cases 
of melanoma can be traced to exposure to ul-
traviolet rays; 

Whereas Congress enacted the Sunscreen 
Innovation Act (Public Law 113–195) to help 
bring new, safe sunscreens to the market; 

Whereas increasing intermittent sun expo-
sure in childhood and throughout the life-
time of a person is associated with an in-
creased risk of squamous cell carcinoma, 
basal cell carcinoma, and melanoma; 

Whereas 1 blistering sunburn during child-
hood or adolescence can nearly double the 
chance that a person develops melanoma 
later in life, while 5 or more blistering sun-
burns in late adolescence increases the risk 
of— 

(1) melanoma by 80 percent; and 

(2) nonmelanoma by 68 percent; and 

Whereas research shows that wearing sun-
screen and taking other preventive measures 
can prevent sunburn and reduce the risk of 
skin cancer and premature aging: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2017 as ‘‘Melanoma 

Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Mela-

noma Awareness Month; 
(3) continues to support research for the 

prevention, detection, and treatment of, and 
a cure for, melanoma; and 

(4) supports efforts to promote awareness 
of, and education on, sunsafe behaviors, in-
cluding the use of sunscreen and sun-protec-
tive clothing. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 183—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
MAY 2017 AS ASIAN/PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
AND AS AN IMPORTANT TIME TO 
CELEBRATE THE SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN 
AMERICANS AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HIRONO (for 

herself, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. HARRIS, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. KAINE, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
GARDNER, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. HELLER)) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 183 

Whereas the people of the United States 
join together each May to pay tribute to the 
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched 
the history of the United States; 

Whereas the history of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is 
inextricably tied to the story of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community is a diverse population, 
comprised of more than 45 distinct 
ethnicities and more than 100 language dia-
lects; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, the Asian American population grew 
at a faster rate than any other racial or eth-
nic group in the United States during the 
last decade, surging nearly 46 percent be-
tween 2000 and 2010, a growth rate that is 4 
times the rate for the total population of the 
United States; 

Whereas, according to the 2010 decennial 
census, there are approximately 17,300,000 
residents of the United States who identify 
themselves as Asian and approximately 
1,200,000 residents of the United States who 
identify themselves as Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific Islander, making up approxi-
mately 5.5 percent and 0.4 percent, respec-
tively, of the total population of the United 
States; 

Whereas the month of May was selected for 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first immigrants from Japan ar-
rived in the United States on May 7, 1843, 
and the first transcontinental railroad was 
completed on May 10, 1869, with substantial 
contributions from immigrants from China; 

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United 
States Code, officially designates May as 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and 
requests that the President issue an annual 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities; 

Whereas Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers, such as Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of 
Honor and Presidential Medal of Freedom re-
cipient who, as President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate, was the highest-ranking Asian 
American government official in the history 
of the United States, Dalip Singh Saund, the 
first Asian American elected to serve in Con-
gress, Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of 
color and the first Asian American woman to 
be elected to Congress, Hiram L. Fong, the 
first Asian American Senator, Daniel K. 
Akaka, the first Senator of Native Hawaiian 
ancestry, Norman Y. Mineta, the first Asian 

American member of a presidential cabinet, 
Elaine L. Chao, the first Asian American 
woman member of a presidential cabinet, 
Mee Moua, the first Hmong American elect-
ed to a State legislature, and others, have 
made significant contributions in both the 
Government and Armed Forces of the United 
States; 

Whereas 2017 marks several important 
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including— 

(1) the 155th anniversary of the date of en-
actment of the Act of July 1, 1862 (12 Stat. 
489, chapter 120), which promoted the con-
struction of the transcontinental railroad; 

(2) the 135th anniversary of the date of en-
actment of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to exe-
cute certain treaty stipulations relating to 
Chinese’’, approved May 6, 1882 (22 Stat. 58, 
chapter 126); 

(3) the 105th anniversary of the first plant-
ing of a cherry tree from Japan in Wash-
ington, DC; 

(4) the 75th anniversary of the signing of 
Executive Order 9066 (7 Fed. Reg. 1407; relat-
ing to authorizing the Secretary of War to 
prescribe military areas), which authorized 
the internment of Japanese-Americans; and 

(5) the 25th anniversary of the formal es-
tablishment of Asian/Pacific American Her-
itage Month; 

Whereas, in 2017, the Polynesian Voyaging 
Society will complete the final leg of its 
Malama Honua Worldwide Voyage after 4 
years of sailing the world and teaching tradi-
tional wayfinding practices, along with the 
importance of caring for the land and sea; 

Whereas, in 2017, the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus, a bicameral cau-
cus of Members of Congress advocating on 
behalf of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers, is composed of 50 Members, includ-
ing 17 Members of Asian or Pacific Islander 
descent; 

Whereas, in 2017, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State and terri-
torial legislatures across the United States 
in record numbers, including in— 

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and 
West Virginia; and 

(2) the territories of American Samoa, 
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands; 

Whereas the number of Federal judges who 
are Asian Americans or Pacific Islanders 
doubled between 2001 and 2008 and more than 
tripled between 2009 and 2016, reflecting a 
commitment to diversity in the Federal judi-
ciary that has resulted in the confirmation 
of high-caliber Asian American and Pacific 
Islander judicial nominees; 

Whereas there remains much to be done to 
ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to resources and a voice 
in the Government of the United States and 
continue to advance in the political land-
scape of the United States; and 

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of 
the United States with an opportunity to 
recognize the achievements, contributions, 
and history of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders and to appreciate the challenges 
faced by Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significance of May 2017 

as Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month 
and as an important time to celebrate the 
significant contributions of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders to the history of the 
United States; and 
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(2) recognizes that the Asian American and 

Pacific Islander community strengthens, and 
enhances the rich diversity of, the United 
States. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 218. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. MORAN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 12, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove the accountability of employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 218. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. 
MORAN) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 12, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the account-
ability of employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Strike Sec. 2. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I have 9 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 10 a.m., in 
328A Russell Senate Office Building, in 
order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Examining the Farm Economy: Per-
spectives on Rural America.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017 
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive 
testimony on the posture of the De-
partment of the Army in review of the 
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2018 and the Future Years De-
fense Program. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Thursday, 
May 25, 2017, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building in 
Washington, DC, to consider the nomi-
nations of Mr. Dan R. Brouillette to be 
Deputy Secretary of Energy and Mr. 
Neil Chatterjee and Mr. Robert F. 
Powelson to be Members of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017, at 10 
a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office 

Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Proposals for 
the Department of Treasury and Tax 
Reform.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate, on May 25, 2017 at 
9:30 a.m., to hold a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Senate Select Committee on the 
Judiciary is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate, on May 25, 
2017, following the first floor vote in 
the Capitol, to conduct an executive 
business meeting. Agenda is attached. 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017 
from 2 p.m. in room SH–219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a 
closed Member briefing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MULTILATERAL INTER-

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, MULTILATERAL IN-
STITUTIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC, 
ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-
national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental 
Policy is authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Thursday, 
May 25, 2017 at 2 p.m., to hold a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Assessing the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATION 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
May 25, 2017, at 9:30 a.m. in order to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Stopping 
the Shipment of Synthetic Opioids: 
Oversight of U.S. Strategy to Combat 
Illicit Drugs.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES 

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Katie Wright, 
a fellow in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 181, S. Res. 182, and S. 
Res. 183. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 

agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

DIGITAL COAST ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 25, S. 110. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 110) to require the Secretary of 
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to establish a con-
stituent-driven program to provide a digital 
information platform capable of efficiently 
integrating coastal data with decision-sup-
port tools, training, and best practices and 
to support collection of priority coastal 
geospatial data to inform and improve local, 
State, regional, and Federal capacities to 
manage the coastal region, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 110) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 110 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Digital 
Coast Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The Digital Coast is a model approach 

for effective Federal partnerships with State 
and local government, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, and the private sector. 

(2) Access to current, accurate, uniform, 
and standards-based geospatial information, 
tools, and training to characterize the 
United States coastal region is critical for 
public safety and for the environment, infra-
structure, and economy of the United States. 

(3) More than half of all people of the 
United States (153,000,000) currently live on 
or near a coast and an additional 12,000,000 
are expected in the next decade. 

(4) Coastal counties in the United States 
average 300 persons per square mile, com-
pared with the national average of 98. 

(5) On a typical day, more than 1,540 per-
mits for construction of single-family homes 
are issued in coastal counties, combined with 
other commercial, retail, and institutional 
construction to support this population. 

(6) Over half of the economic productivity 
of the United States is located within coast-
al regions. 
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